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HOW TO START LIBRAR 


BY A. M. 


l* many small libraries, the books are ar- 
ume! 
ical series, the first being numbered one, 
In time tl 


ranged upon the shelves i one n 


the next two, and so on. us be 
comes very inconvenient, and renders any 


You 


thirtytwomos 


only have 


system impossible. not 


quartos and side by side, 
but poetry and mathematics, fiction and 
political economy inextricably jumbled to 
One library we know pursued this 
to 


90. We say nothing of several large 


gether. 


volumes and another 


70 


plan upto 3 


5 
city libraries whose persistent sins in this 
But the 


small library in question, driven at last to 


respect are beyond forgiveness. 


economize space and to bring within conve 
nient reach the books most used, began to 
group sizes and classes to some extent, with 
the result of breaking the series and of scat 
tering its parts hither and thither. The first 
few hundreds ran along regularly, but sud 
Mne section of 
at 
at the oj 


denly jumped to 1643. 
the intermediate numbers was one end 
of the room, and another yposite 
As the books increased, it was 


No one but 


end. 
more a labyrinth. its author 


had a clue to it. 


Instead of this inconvenient method, 
which is sure to grow worse with every a 
cession of books, let the smallest library b 
classified at the beginning on some stunpl 
system. It is of less consequencs what the 


LIBRARY 
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IES IN SMALL TOWNS V 

PENDLETON, 
system is, if only some one b lopted \ 
lar hbrary of course will require a mor 
minute classification than nal Y \\ 
are not committed to any particular sy 
tem, as they ar without) number hed 
wards, in his ** Memoirs of Labrat enu 
merates over a hundred. ‘That there are so 
many is proof that most of them are use 
less. But for practical purposs L very 
simple one will answer, or su ta better 
Give a case or section to history, others to 
biography, voyages and travel CIENCE 
religion, books cf reference, general litera 
ture, fiction, poetry, veniles, ct Hlave 
lso one section for nondeserpts that are 
not readily classed, and also for ries that 


you do not wish to separate, though con 
taining works of diverse character. 
It will at once occur to you that thi 


system of division may be more minutely 


carried out on the shelves; that Polar Ex 
peditions, for instanee, may have a distinet 
place from ‘Travels in Afniea, and histori 
of the United States from those of England, 
with blank spaces left: for futur dilitions, 
and that the larver belon t the bot 
tom, and the 16mos and 32mos at. the 
top. But here w re confronted by prac 
tical difficulties which oy t whole que 
tion oft leove und root 
numberme the book thout reference t 
the shelve 


rik: 
etter time to ach , 
i 
4 
he 
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The common system is to begin at the 
left hand and number each book on the 
shelf, preceding it with the alcove and shelf 
number itself. ‘Thus 1-9-10 means that 
it is the tenth book on shelf nine of case or 
alcove one. Or the dash being omitted 
between the first two numbers, as in most 
libraries. it reads 19-10. Each book has 
thus a definite place and a fixed number. 

Sut in a little time the space left vacant is 

filled, and room must be found for fresh 
works of the same class, which involves 
either the occupation of another shelt or sec- 
tion in a different part of the room, or else 
a readjustment of considerable portions of 
the library, and the labor of erasing and 
rewriting the numbers several times for 
each book changed. Every time the library 
enlarges its boundaries or migrates to new 
quarters, this labor must be endlessly re- 
peated. 

To obviate this difficulty, a plan of 
numbering the books independently of 
the shelves has been adopted in many 
libraries, both large and small. ‘This sys 
tem is most fully explained in the “ Classi 
fication and Subject Index for catalogu 
ing and arranging the books and pamph 
lets of a library,” used in Amherst Col- 
lege, where it has been im successful 
operation for several years. It consists 
primarily of a division of the library into 
nine parts, three times repe ited. “The whole 
mass of books is divided into nine classes, 
numbered 1, 2, 3, ete. viz. (1) Philosophy ; 
(2) Theology; (3) So iology ; (4) Philol- 
ogy; (5) Natural Science ; (6) Useful Arts ; 
(7) Fine Arts; (8) Literature; (9) His- 
tory. Each class ts then separated into 
nine divisions, and numbered again with the 
nine digits, and these, in turn, are further 
subdivided into nine sections, and numbered 
as before. When completed, each book has 
the class, division, and section figure upon 
it, and this is its number. ‘Thus 513 means 
that it belongs to the third section (Geom 
etry) of the first: division (Mathematics) 
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of the fifth class (Natural Science). All 
the Geometries are thus numbered 513; all 
the Mineralogies 549; and so on, through 
out the library, all the books on any given 
subject bear the number of that subject in 
the scheme. 

This is not intended as a full explanation 
of the plan, and it may convey no intel- 
ligible idea to the inquirer, It is simply a 
ouide post pointing to the plac e where the 
information isto be had. It is discussed 
and explained at length by the author, in 
the Government Report, p. 623-48, and 
obviously cannot be repeated here. 

‘The advantage of this system is that, if the 
space assigned to any class be outgrown, 
additional room can be easily provided, 
for its nearest neighbors of another family 
can be removed for the purpose, if neces 
sary, to a different room or building, with 
out a single alteration in the numbering. 
Its position may be entirely changed, but 
the book number is unaltered. 

Another question about which librarians 
differ is, Shall the books be covered or 
not? Prominent among the objectors at 
the Library Convention, Mr. Poole, of 
Chicago, asserted covering to be a positive 
injury—the contraction of the paper, if put 
on in damp weather, tearing the books 
from the bindings. ‘This is an effect that 
we have not noticed. The real objection 
is the great labor it involves. But not 
withstanding this, our experience in trying 
both plans inclines us strongly to the 
opinion that covering Is a necessity In a 
veneral library that is much used. In a 
private or reference library we should not 
do it. The bindings of different colors, 
with the added variety of their gilt titles 
are too attractive to the eye to be sacrificed 
to the dull uniformity of a paper cover ex- 
cept upon the score of necessity. But with 
books that are extensively used among the 
classes that know not the Scripture ad- 


monition to have clean hands, this reason 


does not hold good. C fade, corners 
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and edges are speedily worn otf; Mace 
dentally wet, cloth is stained or separates 
from the boards or back, and at all times 
they are hopelessly foul with dirt. After 
having to do some years with a tatterde 
malion library in all stages of decrepitude 
of the kind here hinted at, we found, by 
covering, that some of the tatters were, at 
least, concealed from sight, some smells 
were dispensed with, some cart-loads of 
dirt were prevented from accumulating, 
and twenty paper covers cost less than one 
rebinding. It may be asked why all worn 
and unsightly books were not promptly put 
into the binder’s hands. For lack of funds, 
Small libraries such as we are considering 
can have few or no new books if all those 
in use are kept in first-class condition. 

The best paper for covering is a light, 
strong manila. ‘The dark papers are usual 
ly less firm in texture, the color being a 
vehicle of fraud. ‘The numbering is also 
less easily discerned, and they give an un 
necessary sombreness to the books. 

The covering is completed with the 
labels or book plates pasted upon the in- 
side. ‘The chief of these contains, besides 
the name of the library, a few simple rules 
for the guidance of its patrons, and the 
shelf or other marks by which the particu 
lar book is designated. If a book ts a gift, 
an additional label of a smaller size gives 
the name and residence of the donor. — If 
the book is a choice one, it may be further 
marked as not to be removed from the li- 
brary. 

Besides the shelf and other numbers on 
the book plate, it is usual also to number 
the backs of the books, at the top, bottom, 
or middle, according to the location upon 
the shelves—the upper books at the bottom 
and the lower ones at the top. It is acon 
venience to have titles plainly written upon 
the back if the books are covered. When 
] 


foraging ina library, it is pleasant to run 


over titles without the necessity of takin 


down every book. It is useful also when 


searching for a particular one of wl t 
number is not known. 
Leaves left uncut by the binder should 


place, impatient fingers are sure, in the 
absence of the paper knite, to tear them 
apart, leaving ragged and u 
Ifa valuable work, this Is a ereat myury 
Secondly, such books, unread of cour 
are sure to be found by narrow minded 
objectors, who will make a handle of th 
discovery to cry down some nex ded) appro 


priation for the hbrary on the ground 


there are more books now than are rea 

When the shelves are not full, various de 
vices are employed to keep the books up 
right. A brick covered with paper is the 
cheapest. Blocks of wood, broad at the 
base and tapering on one side to the top, 
are also used. But perhaps the best of all 
is a strip of thick galvanized iron, tour 
inches wide and twelve long (10 x 30 em.), 
bent in the middle to aright angle. On 
arm is slipped beneath the books which 
are held in position by the other, ‘Thi 
has the advantage over the others of taking 
up scarcely any room, Is cheaper than 
wood, and furnishes an admirable support 
The cost is about five cents eac h. 

Small libraries as well as large ones re 
quire for their efficient: management a 


variety of catalogues. ‘The ditticulty in ck 


scribing them ts that there is no common 
agreement as to the best forms. In thi 

as in several topics touched upon im thi 

article, there 1s a Ww ide difference of opin 
ion. In endeavoring, therefore, to pive 
some simple directions to beginners in a 
small way, we renounce all our claims to 
infallibility, and freely allow eae h cataloguc 

maker to be his own pope. 

‘The first catalogue required is) the Cata 
logue of Aceessions. Kach book should 
be so entered and deseribed as to be iden 
tifable at any time, ‘The first book 
ceived is numbered 1, the next 2, and so 


on. ‘The last book shows the whole num 


et 
A 
be Cul Lil Ail, ‘ 
er. 
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ber. [tis the librarian’s private record, to 
which he can turn tor a | the tacts concern- 
ing every book in his collection In the 
preceding number of this JOURNAL, Pp 
315, the Co operation Committee have given 
a samp of the most desirable form of 
keeping it Fhe only improvement we 
would suggest is that a space be lett for pub 
lisher’s name, Without this, it will sometime 
cause wearisome search to replace lost 
books that were published away from the 
reat book centres or in foreign markets. 


fact will help also to a juster settle- 


ment with delinquents when books lust <re 


rare, and through searcity have acquired a 
higher value. 
ded is a Class 


departments 


second ca ouue ne 


or Shelf List of the cditterent 


into which the lbrary ts divided. ‘Take, 
for instance, the section appropri ited to His- 


Having sewed 


tory a few sheets of paper 
tovether, and marke dthem C/ass List 
tory, or simply the first 
heir numerical order, all the books 

those on 


center upon 


on shelf one, on the next page 


shelf two, and so on with each shelf to the 


end. Pursuing this course with the other 


you have brief lists of each class 
its shelf And 
if on the margin a space be left for the ac 


each | 


ne to 


arrangement, 


‘ on number of wok, the shelf list 


will furnish a complete index to the Acces 
rons 4 
Ne xl 


thy Card Catalog 


it logue. 


in order and importance comes 


ue, [ts special advantage 


| for veneral use is that it can 


last. book 


whereas a printed 


over any other 


always be kept complete to the 


m the shelves, 


catalogue is out of date as soon as issued 


Phe cards used may be of 
They 


from the press 
bristol- board, or thick ruled paper. 
tre furnished of the standard size, 5 X 124 
em., ruled, ete., by the Library Association, 
and are described on pp 255 and 346 of the 
at 


JouRNAL. Each book ts ent ‘red 


twice, once under its title, the first word not 


ticle being the initial word ; secondly, 


in 


least 


under its author’s name ; and it a subject 


desired, a third time under its 


index be 
subject. 
\s the Co-operation Committee promise 
an early and full report upon the best man 
ner of filling out these cards, no attempt 1s 
made here to give the detailed rules, 
‘he cards 


drawers 1 alphabetic il order. They stand 


when written are arranged in 


on one edge, while over the other Is p ssed 
a stout wire to prevent them from being 
disarranged ; or, better still, the cards are 
perforated near the bottom, and the wire 1s 
passed through the hole, thus confining 
them to the drawer while allowing them 
easily to be moved, At intervals a thin 
is inserted, with 
head 


a dictionary, as an addition il help 


board with a bevelled edge 
a title written on the edge, like the 
line of 
in finding books. 

The drawback to all the catalogues de- 


bed is that they can be used only in 


scTit 
the library. 
becomes a necessity for home use. 


Hence a_ printed catalogue 
One 
can easily be struck off from the cards, or 
if other features be desired, they will be 
found described in numerous places in this 
JourNAL, also in Mr. Cutter’s elaborate 
rules accompanying the Government Re 
and in the papers of 


port on Libraries, 
the report itsell, or models can be 
found in the various catalogues and class- 


lists of the Boston Public and other large 
libraries. An inspection of these will show 
that they are of great variety and of vartous 
degrees of merit. de- 
scribed here, but a few directions may be 
If the library is rapidly 


They cannot be 


given with profit. 
growing, 2 new and more complete edition 
of the catalogue must soon be a necessity. 
Few copies wili be sold though furnished 
| A large edi- 


he cost price. 
hun 


at less than t 
tion therefore is undesirable. Five 
dred copies will last five years, and be a 
drug at that. A: subseription for copies in 
advance of publication is the safest way ol 


disposing of a consider ible number, and a 


7 
| 
| 


good guide also as to the number actually 
required, 

As the edition is small, the main cost 
will be for composition or type-setting, 


and not for paper or press-work, Little is 


gained therefore by using fine print. ‘The 
place of publication, date, and size of the 
book 


economy. 


are often omitted for the sake of 
It is true something is saved in 
this way, but though the cost be slightly 
increased, it is of much importance in works 


on general science, which are constantly 
giving place to improved treatises, to know 
If the catalogues be 


triple in form, they need be entered und 


the edition and date 
r 


only one form and omitted from the other 


two. It is very desirable to have the 
books entered upon the catalogue thre 
times: 4, under the author’s name; 2, 


under the title of the book; 3, under the 
subject of the book. 


ted, let it be the last. 


If one must be omit 
Whatever the plan 
adopted, avoid a large, crowded page. 
Give special attention to the kind of arrange- 
ment and type that the eye most easily fol- 
lows. 

In the delivery of books the applic ant 1s 
first furnished with a card, upon which the 
number of the book and the day it was 
taken and when returned are recorded. 
The librarian keeps a duplicate record, 


either in a ledger or on slips of papers of 


uniform size. The ledger system, though 
INDEXES TO 
“Tr you are troubled,” says Henry 


Stevens, “ with the pride of accuracy, and 
wish it completely taken out of you, print 
a catalogue.” To which may be addeal, 
as affording a still better test of human 


fallibility, make an index of some moder yg 


magazine in ten or more volumes, or of a 


year’s issue of some daily journal, Several 


persons have lately put themselves to this 


discarded in large librarie 


cumbersomeness, rhaps is 


for 


books taken is not large, and where the 


any small ones where the number ot 


borrowers are known to tl librarian 
Che chief objection to it is that the whol 
ledger has to be examined pet y for 
del juent Ift becom one! with 
the growth of the library, informat to 
the slip system, which obviates t ditt 
culty, can readily be obtained at any of th 
reat libraries, or from the Government RK 
port, pp. 5 nd 631. 

Once it was thought necessary to close 
the library for two or three weeks yearly 
for tl per xdical examination | can 
easily be avoided by making a record of 
the books out at any given time, und by 
checking off those returned for two. or 
three weeks, and the lists of those retained 
for binding and other purposes. Lo or 
absence from delinquenci re thus easily 
ascertained without subjecting the publi 


to the annoyance of cutting off their read 


ing. Once a year at least, the book 


should be removed, and dusted by strikin 
better 


the concussion 


them together. than to 


brush them, as driv 
dust, which, if a 
between the leaves 
should be 
cloth, 


( ampaign, 


brush is used, is fo 


wiped with a 


and the b 0k be 
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uccess 1S worth 


hed 


ordeal, with what 

Within the year have been publi 
a second edition of the Index to //arfer’s 
Vagasine, embracing 
than the first; the -1//rn/ 
for the first thirty-e1 


ing, 


more volume 
Vonthl 


ht volume 


ten 
Index 


the Index 


of ScrvAner’s Month/y tor ten volume ind 
the New York Ziréune Index for 1876 
The second volume of the //arfer Index 


ot it 
als 
i 
| 
out 
din 
elves 
ol 
| 
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is evidently not by the same hand which 
compiled the first; the others are published 
anonymously, <All the last-named follow 
the system of the first, but none pretend to 
such completeness. ‘The plan of the index of 
the daily is judiciously modified and altered 
from that of //arper’s Monthly, and the 
Atlantic violates one of the chief principles 
of the original system; but all are clearly 
based upon the same general plan adopted 
by the compiler of the first edition of the 
/harper Index. 

Cataloguing and indexing require, first 
of all, method and accuracy. Without the 
first, a valuable index cannot be made; 
without the second qualific ition, the best- 
planned index would be useless. And 
method, after a little experience, will dis- 
cover that there is only one proper plan for 
a perfect index. ‘The discovery will not be 
new, for Dibdin, in his “ Bibliomania,” has 
already announced it in these words: “ An 
alphabetical arrangement is the best. We 
differ in our ideas of classification, but all 
know our alphabet.” ‘The secret of all 
successful cataloguing and indexing is ex- 
pressed in that sentence. No matter how 
small the volume to be indexed—from a 
set of small accounts to a dictionary of all 
the words in the language; from the direc- 
tory of offices in a big building to the di- 
rectory of an entire city—the alphabetical 
irrangement is the only simple system 
which everybody can understand. It 
would be as absurd and confusing to in- 
dex a book of accounts according to the 
amounts to debit and credit of each cus 
tomer as to print the words in a dic- 
tionary according to the number of sylla- 
bles ineach. It might be added that it 
would be as absurd to print the names of 
the hundreds of tenants in a large building 
weording to the tloors on which they are 
located as to publish the names of the resi- 
dents of a great city according to their 
professions or occupations or the streets 


upon which they live, were it not for the 


fact that the Equitable and other large 
buildings in New York City make this very 
blunder; that the London Directory com- 
mits this very absurdity; and that in New 
York itself there is annually published a 
small volume called the Directory of the 
Elite, in which the names are arranged by 
the streets on which persons reside. 
Harper's and the 7ribune Index each 
follow strictly this primary rule of an 
alphabetical arrangement. vio- 
lates it in one or two minor instances, and 
the At/antic disregards it entirely in order 
to give general articles, editorials, and 
authors under separate divisions. ‘This 
mode of classification has to be studied 
before one can find out from the index 
what he wants; and one soon perceives, on 
examining the A“/antic volume, that Dibdin 
was perfectly right in saying, “ we differ in 
our ideas of classification,” for this classi 
fication is essentially bad. It is a fatal 
blunder of an otherwise conscientious work. 
In some other respects, it is also absurd. 
For instance, it is at first provoking and 
then laughable to turn to the name of Mrs, 
Harriet Prescott Spofford, and, missing some 
of the charming stories and sketches she 
wrote when she was Miss Harriet FE. Pres 
cott, be compelled to seek the preface for 
a solution of the difficulty in this sentence, 
alluding to the index of authors: “ Here 
the authors’ names have been given in the 
fullest form, avoiding titles, and, when 
known, matrons have been distinguished 
from maids ; here again a good many diffi 
culties have been met.” One would judge 
as much; but certainly the compiler could 
not have had more trouble than the student 
of the index will encounter in comprehend 
ing the classification thus adopted. ‘To 
require one to look in two different places 
for the list of articles by a single writer be- 
cause she was once a maiden and is now a 
matron, is essentially absurd. There are 


equally needless violations of the alpha 
betical arrangement in the other subdivi- 


* 


sion of the volume into general and eci- 


torial articles. A person seeking to find an 
article recalls it by one of three mental pro 
cesses. He remembers either its author, 
the principal or “ cate h” word of its ttle, 
or the topic of which it treated. He may 
remember, moreover, that it was poetry or 
fiction, or some distinguishing feature of its 
style, but never the fact that it was an edi 
torial or general article. But in the vast 
majority of cases, the mental process gone 


through in recalling a spe« ial article is as 


above stated. “I remember it was by 
Howells.” ‘Turn to the name Howells 
in the index, and the article is readily 


found, though in the fanfics index one 
will have to study the classification under 
the three departments before he can find 
was about the 


Naturally one 


this name. “I know it 
battle of the Wilderness.” 
Wilderness, but it is not there. 


It is there, but you discover 


turns to 
To Battle. 
that there is no topical head under which 
all battles treated of are to be found. In fact, 
the absence of all topical heads in this 
practically useless for 


index makes it 


readers interested in subjects. 
This is a fault, too, of 
it is a chief attraction of //arfer’s, and 
a great advantage in the 7éune Index, 
though in the latter the topical heads are not 
It is to be hoped that 


special 


Scribner's, while 


numerous enough. 
both Scriiner’s and the AVantic will remedy 
this defect in the next volume publish- 
ed; no index can be complete without 
topical heads in their alphabetical order. 
Harpers is very elaborate in this regard. 
The list of articles grouped under the head 
of ‘Travels—a very enticing topic to 
the generality of readers of periodical litera- 
ture—fills eight and a half columns of small 
type. There are two score of articles 
grouped under the head of 


as many on the topic of Astronomy, and 


Agriculture, 


fully one thousand different persons are 
Vou. 
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Jol 


named under tl 


] 


he head of Biography, as 


IN 


eing sketched 1¢ one of the fifty vol 
umes of the Monthly. 
A. defect of the 


the system of transposition of titles. 


is to be found in 
This 
is a great art in cataloguing and indexing, 
and ought to be studied closely. The idea 
intended to be conveyed can be illustrated 
by example. First, let us consider the de 
fective transpositions ; then the proper ones 
* About Thieves” appears indexed in the 
Atlanti 


enough, as * Thieves, About ;” but the first 


just as written; also, properly 
is useless and « umbersome, and excusable 
the Index claims 


the 


only on the ground that 


to be an index of “tes. In same 
volume there is indexed (as written here) 
“ Afoot on Colorado 


Desert :” but it is not to be found where it 


an article entitled, 
should be indexed twice, thus, * Colorado 
Desert, Afoot on,” and “ Desert, Colorado, 
Afoot on.” In 
the reader, this article should have been in 

The 
would, 


an index intended to aid 


dexed in all three of these Ways. 


mental process described above 
being applied to this by persons seeking to 
find it in the magazine, naturally evolve 
these remarks: “I know it was the adven 
tures of somebody afoot.” ‘Turning to 
Afoot, it 
member it was about Colorado.” 


I can’t recall 


be found there. “I re 
It would 
know it 


would 


be found under Colorado. 
was about some desert, but 
where.” By turning to Desert, the par- 
ticular locality would be discovered. It 
should be the aim of a person indexing or 
cataloguing, to put himself in the place of 
the person who is trying to find a special ar 
ticle, and does not know its title, or of a 
reader who is pursuing a course of study 
on some particulartopic. ‘There are scores of 
these errors in transposition in the Af/antc, 
the use of the ae. ig 
“An,” or “The,” as the first word of the 
tithe —a palpable ab urdity to the person 


even to articles 


a 
| ees 
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seeking for a title. 
the same errors in Scri/ner’s, exe ept that, 
under the names of authors, the articles 
are indexed precisely as printed in the 
volumes. While this is a bad plan, it is ex 
cusable because of the claim also set up by 
to be an index of actual titles. 


Tribun 


few which are evidently the results of hasty 


Scribner's 
None exist in the Index except a 


proofreading. ‘There are only a few in 
llarper’s, all of these in the last edition, 
showing, as before suggested, that the com 
piler of the second was not the person who 
planned the original edition embracing tl 


first forty volumes. These 


the original plan are palpably due to the 
ditticulty of any two persons perfectly agree 
ing in their ideas of arrangement. 

Now to speak more particularly of the 


correct transposition of words in a title, and 


at the same time elaborate that principle of 


indexing which may properly and expres- 


sively be called “compounding words.” 


/larper’s furnishes the best 


these, because pretending to be more than 


an index of titles, and claiming to be topical 
by “ compounding 


and semi-analytical. 


words” is meant the transposition of the 


several words of the title of an article so 
that the first two being read as a compound 
word express the same meaning as the 
whole utle. ‘To illustrate at once proper 
transposition and compounding, 4/a7Zer's, 


volume XXNIX., page 322, contained an 


illustrated article on a “New theory of 


It is indexed under these words : 


Heat.” 
© Heat, ‘I heory ol, New.” ‘The first word 
is the only one it could have been properly 
indexed under, and it might, with propriety, 
on a less elaborate plan, have read, “ Heat, 
New theory of.” But it was not wew heat 
thot was being treated of, but a “ Heat- 
theory ;” and this compound word clearly 
expresses the idea and scope of the entire 
artucle, ‘The compiler seems to have gone 


through this mental process in reaching 


There are none of 


violations of 


illustration of 
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this form. “What is it allabout ?” Heat. 
Heat thereupon was adopted as the first or 
“What about heat?” <A 
The compound word “ Heat- 
theory”’ “What sort of a 
theory 2?” A The 
words thereupon naturally followed. 


“catch” word. 
theory. 
was reached, 
other 
‘Take 


random) the article “ Insects 


new theory. 
further (at 
belonging to the Cotton Plant.” This ap 
pears under the compounding process as 
“ Cotton-plant, Insects belonging to the.” 
‘This same title may be used to illustrate 
another beauty of a good system for an 
index. ‘This article is indexed no less than 
five times in the //arfer volume. Once, of 
course, under the author’s name. Once as 
above in the general index, because it treats 
of the cotton-plant. It is also indexed as 
“Insects belonging to the Cotton-plant,” 
It belongs 


because treating of insects. 


also under two topical heads—Agricul- 
ture and Natural History. Under the 


former the first or * catch” word is “ cotton- 
plant,” as pertaining to the general topic of 
Agriculture. But when the compiler comes 
to enter it under the topical head of Natural 
History, he makes insects the “ catch” word, 
and it appears indexed as * Insects belong- 
ing to the Cotton-plant.” This may at first 
appear to be the absurdity of precision in 
indexing, but it is at least proof of method, 
and consequently assurance of accuracy. 
Harper's \ndex claims to be semi-analy- 
tical ; that is to say, that, in the more seri- 
ous articles, every subject and person treated 
of is referred to by title or name and 
volume and page. Of course no attempt 
was made to index the fiction or the Record 
of Events, for that would have swollen the 
volume out of due proportions, and would, 
moreover, have been worthless for practical 
purposes. It is stated that, in carrying out 
the idea of an analytical index of the arti- 
cles on history, travel, ete., it happened 
that Lossing’s article on the Declaration of 


Independence, in which autographs and 


‘ 
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sketches of the signers appeared, came to 
be indexed over five hundred times undet 
two or three Lope al heads. Serténer’s and 
the make no pretensions to either 
topical or analytical arrangement. 
last 


pose of the compiler; but in 


may be forgiven as ond the pur 
an index of 
volumes containing so much of History, 


Natural History, Nat 


Philosophy, ete., a arrange 


Travel, Bu iphy 


ural topical 


ment is abs lutely demanded 


An index of a daily newspaper cannot be 


analytical, or even sem inalytical; but it 
} 


cannot avoid being topical, The alpha- 


betical and topical arrangements are essen 
Any 
division destroys its value. 

of the 


covered this, for after the first publication 


tials to its usefulness. general sub 
The compiler 


Index scems to have 
in 1875 he abandoned the four subdivi 
sions of Editorials, Foreign, Political, and 
Miscellaneous. ‘The tndex issued for 1876 
is strictly alphabetical. It errs chictly in 
not going far enough in the direction of 
numerous topical heads. ‘The mental pro- 
cess of searching for an article in a daily 
paper varies from that employ ed in hunting 
general 
aids 


con- 


up an article on any topic of 
The memory for 


matters such as elections, 


literature. dates 
in many 
ventions, meetings of Congress, for these 
But 
chiefly the formula of questions or sugges- 


are at fixed seasons of the year. 


tions depends upon the topic. In nine 
cases out of ten, the person seare hing for the 


files of a daily journal recalls only the top 


of the article he is in search of. “ When 
was the great fire in Broadway?” The 
topical head of Fires in the 7ribune 


Index will at once tell him; but, on the 
other hand, if he wishes to know the details 
of the murder by Quimbo Appo last spring, 
and has forgotten the name of the mur 
derer, he cannot readily find it in this index, 
because, strangely enough, there ts no top! 


cal arrangement of the many murders com 
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mitted dur Nor are t re topiea 
‘ 
heads ther Le for I 
} } 

make up » pr of ¢ 
days news record In the ce ol t ( 

topical heads lies the chief fault of the 
Index. Ina paper so largely de 
voted to literatur rel n, it is str 
to LOp l arrangement of ¢ ver it 
numerous book reviews, lecture 1 ts, OF 
scrmons Popical arrangements of the 

would be more valuable to the special con 
stituency of the 7774 than of Host 

other ibjects Phat t cl 
did not err ignorantly ino th mn 
1S wn by two taets t 
ranged under topical heads 1 article 
on the three kindred subjects) of tin 
arts, music, and drama. In the second 


place, he has indexed in the body of the 
the book notices, lectures, and 


but in the body of the book they 


book all 
SCTIMONS 
are practically valueless except to a 
of the 


than the 


person 
remembering the name author, lec 
turer, or preacher, rathet title of 
the book, subject of the lecture, or text of 
Another il 


the sermon. omission of 


heads is that of Ships and Sinpping, 
under which should have been grouped the 
printed descriptions of vessels. Every index 
of a daily should also have a topu il head 
for every state and country whose altars 
were named im any form in the paper. 
The next volume of the 7?iéune Index 


will doubtless 


improve in this. direction, 
a gui 
news to 


And for 


that matter, also to many purely hterary 


If so, it will become invaluable 


, 


to the contents not only of the 


but in all matters of current 


every large daily in the country. 


topics in other journals, for the great cLaili 


naturally report sermon nd lectures and 
review new books almo imultaneously, 
and the reference to date will ¢ uide as well 


to the Zimes as to the 7?ihune 


AMERICAN 


364 
THE LIBRARY JOURNAL. 


JUNE 30, 


1877. 


munications for the Jour ind a nguiries 
ports, regulations, sample blank ind her rary 

ippliances 
Remittances and fers for subs viptions and adver- 
semeent fo F. Ls pr, 7. O. Boa 
4 Vew } A ‘ draft 
a New Vor red , 
fe snces and ed fre 
American Linras JOURNAL, 3 vk \ bork 
¢ add se thrary 
reading matter dumn nly what Nee é ra- 
rian as rariap “? 
ks unless spe ially vrelatin rar , ra 
pics 
ae rs of the JOURNAL are mot » for 
ms 
‘ , sreeniit fea 
‘ ile f ‘ , 
nis per line (recular rat , 
fis rstlua ms or fhe five dines 


One of the most important works before the 


friends of the library interest—that is to say, 
the friends of educational progress—is the pro 
curement of the passage of a public-library 


act in the many states which do not yet enjoy 


that Mr letter 


libraries sufficiently sugyests the desirability of 


blessing Carr's on Michigan 
free 
the 


inen 


such a movement In Great Britain, the 


libraries act of Parliament extends over 


three kingdoms, but here there must be 


state Among the twenty- 


act 


abling act in each 


seven without such an is the great state of 


New York. We propose in an early number 
of the Linrary JourNAL, following out Mr, 
Poole’s reference to the subject in the Govern- 


ment Report, p give a 
the legislation in the eleven states 
taken 


English 


477-5, to comparative 


summary ot 


which have already action, noting also 


useful features of the act, with a view 


to the preparation of a model public-library 


law which may serve as a basis for legislation 


in the other states This should be drawn up 


under the advice of the leading experts in pub- 
lic-library 


official 


management, perhaps best by an 


committee of the association, to be ap- 


pointed at the next conference 


end- 


ict to the gov 


Such an effort as this, followed out by 


the draft of the 


propose d 


LIBRARY JOURNAL. 


ernors and chairmen of the proper legislative 


committees in cach State, as well as to the 


leading newspapers, might do a great deal of 
good. The 
ed by 
munities considering the organization of public 


Mr 


of which the fifth is given in this number, and 


movement would be wisely second 


calling the special attention of com- 


libraries, to Pendleton’s series of articles, 


the final one, on the support of the library, 
will follow. These articles, written from the 
point of view of new and small libraries, are 


urposely elementary in their character, and 


for that reason doubly valuable to those having 
no library experience. If there be minor 
librarians of 
touched, it 


the 


differences of opinion among 


large experience on many points 


must be admitted that, as a whole, advice 


given may be followed with safety. 

Mr. 
to the 
pos 


Cadwallader’s article, in this issue, goes 


other extreme in methods 


proposing 
ible only under the highest and most com- 
ganization. A “universal catalogue” 
resent day what the 
thie 


the 


is to the librarians of the | 
solvent” was to alchemists—a 


We are in 


toward such triumphs of organization, in this 


‘universal 


great desire right direction 


co-operation in lesser things in which there is 


such present progress, but perhaps it will be 


safer not to waste foree, in talking or thinking, 


over these grand but distant plans, until we are 
well along with the enterprises of which our 


hands are now pretty full. Nor is it well to 


give the public the impression that the libra 


rians are given to chimerical plans, an im- 


pression contrary to actual fact, for there is no 


class more devoted to ‘‘ practicality.” In lieu 


of the possible or impossible universal cata- 


logue, we need first perhaps a less ambitious 
standard reference catalogue, which may serve 
the purpose of most small libraries, both as to 


the books they have and those others to which 


they should point their readers. 


We give up much space in this number to the 
question of periodical indexing, and certainly no 
one will grudge the four pages given to the inte- 
resting table of the periodicals which Mr. Poole 
proposes to include in the new general index 
This check list to 


English and American periodicals of literary 


table, itself of value as a 


importance, is, it should be understood, 


librarians or others 


their 


strictly provisional, and 


interested should at once express criti 


cisms or suggestions to Mr. Poole, that the en- 


tire plan may be worked out to the utmost de- 
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tail previous to the coming conterence The 
magnitude of the undertaking is suggested by 
the fact that this list covers 4000 volumes, each 
of which contains from five to twenty arti les to 
be indexed. The unsigned article, on“ Indexes 
is in the line of preparation for 
the future Poole. Like Mr 
it also is elementary, intended to interest and 
the field; 


to Periodicals,” 
Pendleton’s article, 
instruct new-comers in on some 
points, here again, criticisms might be enter d, 
but all such discussions are ste] stoward an au 


thorized and uniform system 


Pending current efforts toward uniformity of 
method, we cannot but regret the introduction 
of fresh variations still further away from uni- 
formity. The Literary World, (and 


with reason) at present confusion, proposes to 
books” as 


disgusted 


size of 
small ; Sq., square ; 
This sys 


indicate ‘the shape and 
M., medium; S., 
L., large ; Ob., oblong Ext., extra. 
tem uses some of the designations of the pro- 


follows 


posed library system, and makes contusion 
worse confounded. It would certainly be better 


to await the final adoption of an association 


system, and then acc@pt that. Mr. Cutter’s 
method, of submitting his own proposed im 
provements, though they are those of an ex- 
pert, to the judgment of the general library 


body, is certainly preferable. 


AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


CO-OPERATION COMMITTEE—THIRD REPORT, 


The committee, after consultation and exami 


nation of various forms now in use, agree in 
recommending the following form of shelf cata- 
logue for the uniform use of libraries. It com 
prises a page of the ordinary letter size, 20 x 25 


cm., without headings, and ruled for twenty- 
five entries, making the two pages allowed for 
each shelf section accommodate fifty volumes. 
It is thought that this provision will mect the 
The 


mittee also recommend in this catalogue, as in 


requirements in most libraries com 
the accession, that each volume and duplicate 
entry, and that the case 


the 


shall have a separate 
and shelf number be 
corner usually assigned to the page number. 
The down lines and width of columns are as 
follows : Book Vo, 24 ruled off by single 


blue line; tecession N 


entered in upper 


cm., 
24 cm., blue line 
red line separating the 


title The 


single 


Volume N 


series of numbers trom 


author and 


Autio cm., Single lue line, and 
the remainder of the page, gcem., 1s en tothe 
title entry, and, if desirable, a brief imprint 
This allows for the perforated edge a mar 
of lcm The committee advise brief ent: 


of author and title, leaving to the acct 


catalogue the complete record of the book 


These sheets are perforated in three places tor 


fastening in the Emerson binder, which tut 
nishes a cheap and durable binding, and en 
ables the librarian to replace old sheets with 
new, or to rearrange them if anv change 
should make it desirable The schedule of 
prices of sheets, binding, and binders will 


be found inthe advertisement of library su] 
plies in the next number of the JouRNAI 
A. Currer, 
Frep. B. PERKINS, mitt 


F kEDERICK JACKSON, 


POOLE'S INDEX COMMITTEI FOURTH REPOF 


committe on the continuation of 


Poole’s Index submit the following lists of 


ontents of which it is pro 


the 


pe riodicals, the ¢ 


posed to include in new edition 


“New List 


not indexed in the edition of 1853. The ‘Con 


comprises such serials as 


previously in 


tinued List” brings the series | 

dexed down to the present year The New 
List” contains the titles of several periodical 
which are not ac cessible to the committe and 
hence there may be errors in the dates and 
number of volumes. These lists are submitted 


with the request that librarians, after examina 
uch ad 


thereon 


tion, will furnish the committee with 


ditions, corrections, and suggestions 


These « 


Poole, Public Li 


as may occur to them. ommunications 


may be addressed to W. F 


brary, Chicago. 

As to the expediency of including in the list 
such serials as the Athenwum, Econ t, Ea 
aminer, Litera Gazette, Saturday KR and 


Spectator, the committee have been in doubt 


and the response they shall receive from the 


co-operating librarians will aid them in reselv- 
ing this and some other unsettled questions, 
After an opportunity has been given for re 


vision, the lists will be issued in a circular and 


sent to the co-operating librarians, with the re 


quest that they designate sur h sets of serials a 


they possess, and return the lists Ihe distri 
bution of the work of indexing will then be 
made 

W j 
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A. 
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NEW LIS7 
ANBREVIATIONS WHERE WHEN vou 

American Biblio ....Am. Bibliop ........New York....... 
s American Catholic Quarterly Re- 

.....Am, Cath. Quar. Rev.Philadelphia...... 1576-77 2 
6 American Church Month ...-Am. Ch. Month ....New York...... 1857-58 } 
American Historical Record Am. Hist. Ree......Philadel phia 1872-75 


7 
3 American Journal of Education.. Am. Jour. Ed ....Hartford.... 185-63 13 
9 American Law Review..........Am. Law Rev L566 -7¢ 
1 American Library Journal 1876 1 
12 American Quarterly Church Re 
Amt. Ouar. Ch. Rev..New York..... 1845-76 25 
13 American Social Science Associa | 
sion Suc. Sci, Jour... Mew 5 
14 Anthropological Review.... ...Anihrop. Rev.......London.... 1363-70 5 
is Ant jpuary (Jew -Antiquary London 1573-74 
is Army and Navy Journal........Army and Navy Jour.New York.... 1863-76 13 
Art: Pictorial and Industrial....Art ....... ... London 73 


23 Atlantic Monthly......... 1557-76 33 
24 Bankers’ Magazine Bank. Mag. (Lond.)..London.......... 1544-76 33 


25 Baptist Quarterly Review. ......Bapt. Quar. Rev. ... Philadelphia... 1867-76 10 
28 Biblical Review................Biblic. Rev..........London........ 1846-50 
2) Boston Monthly Mawazine ...... Bost. Month. Mag...Boston......... 1825-26 2 
30 Boston Ouarte tly Review Sost 1835-42 5 
31 Boston Review.... ... 1561-66 6 
Canadian Monthly. .............Canad. Month.......Toronto.......... 1872-76 10 
Cassell’s Family Magazin 1367-76 15 
Catholic World........ New York..... 1865-76 23 
Christian Quarterly ..Chris, Quar... ..Cincinnat 156-76 
Colburn's New Monthly New Month... . London, 1821-7¢ 159 
Congregational Mayazine .Cong. Mag ISis-45 25 
jt Congregational Review. ... . Cong. Rev.......... Boston & Chic.... 1567-70 4 
32 Continental Monthly............Contin. Month......New York....... 1562-64 ( 
13 Contemporary Review.... ....Contemp 1566-7 
Danville Quarterly Review. .....Dan. Quar, Rev..... Danville, Ky 


Dark Blue. .Dark Blue ere 1871-73 

18 Dublin Review ................Dub. Rev...........Dublin.... rae 1836-76 70 
Felectic Engineering Magazine..See Van Nostrand’s 
Eclec. Eng. Mag.. 

yy Eclectic Review.... Rev .. London 


te 


Journal 
Enylish Woman's Domest 
every Saturday 
Fine Arts Quarterly 
Fors Clavigera 
Fortnightly Review 
Galaxy 


Gentleman's Magazine 
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“AN 


1) M loon 

| 

Exam 
Fine Arts © | 

Cla Lond 

| t. Rev | lon 
Galax New York 


ae Gent. Mag. (N.S Londo 
Geographical Magazine G Ma Lon 
Godey’s Lady's Book G ! 
Good Words Ge \\ I lon 
Graham's Magazine I’) pl 
Harper's Magazine Harp. M Ne \ k 
Historical Magazine Dawson’s).. Hist. May, M 


Hloge’s Instructor 

Hours at Home 

Hlouschold Words (Dickens's 
Howitt's Journal 

Intellectual Observer. 


International 


it Home 


Howitt's Jour .....-London 


Obs 


li Inst 


louse. Word 


_Intern. Mag New York 
International Review -Intern. Rev York 
Irish Quarterly Review Irish QOuar, Rev Dublin 
Journal of the Franklin Institute.Jour. Frank. Inst Philad h 
Journal of Speculative Philo 

sophy.... Jour. Spe Philo St. Loui 
Journal of the Statistical Society. Jour. Stat Sor London 
Lakeside Monthly Lake. Month Chicago 
Lippincott’s Magazin -Lipp. Mag Philadel phi 
Literary Gazette........ London 
London Journal of Arts (New- 

us Lond. Jour. Art London 
London Quarterly Review Lond. Quar. Rev London 
London Society ..Lond, So London 
Maecmillan’s Magazine .Macm. Mag... Leo 
Mathematical Monthly. ~Math. Month Cambrid 


Mechanics’ Magazine 
Mercersburg Review 
Methodist Magazine 
Mind 
Monthly 
Nation 
National Magazine 
Nat 
Nature 
Nautical 
Naval Chronich 
New Dominion Monthly 


Relis 


mal Review 


New England Historical and Gen 


ical Re wister 


Caley 


Mere 
. Mind 
.Month 
.Month. Re! 


Ma 
Rev 


Meth. Mag 


May Boston 
Nation New 
Nat. Ma New 
Nat. Re London 


London 


Naut. Ma London 
Nav. Chiro : New York 
New Dom. Month Montrea 


N. Gren. Re Boston 


I 
i 

i> 2 
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i: 
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7! 
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riTLe ‘ REVIATIONS WHERE WHEN VoL 
100 New Quarterly Review ......... New Quar. Rev London....... -. 1853-61 10 
1o2 Norton's Literary Letter -Norton’s Lit. Let.....New York....... 1855-60 2 
1og Olden Time (Craig's reprint)....Olden Time........ Cineinnati........ 1876 2 
& ci Once a Week ....... London..... 1559-70 33 
Our Month..........Cincinnati....... 1870-76 14 
107 Overland Monthly ..-Over. Month........San Francisco... . 1568-76 17 
108 Penn Monthly ............-..+ePenn Month........Philadelphia..... 1870-76 7 
1g Peterson’s Mawazine..........-- Pet. Mag. ...........Philadelphia.... 72 
Popular Science Monthly ..-.Pop. Sci. Monath.....New York....... 1872-76 ) 
112 Popular Science Review o.oo fF Op. Sci. Rev........ London 1862-76 15 
113 Portfolio (Den.)..... Philadelphia... . 1300-27 47 
1s Potter's American Monthly.....Pott. Am. Month. ... Philadelphia. .. 1873-76 7 
116 Practical Magazine.......... 1873-76 8 
117 Practical Mechanics’ Journal. ...Prac. Mech. Jour....Gl'sg'w & Lon,... 1542-70 22 
118 Presbyterian Quarterly ......... Presb. Quar .-New York... . 1872-76 5 
120 Putnam's Monthly Putm. Month........New York... 1853-69 13 
121 Quarterly Review of Lutheran 
Quar. Rev. Luth. Ch.Gettysburg....... 1571-76 6 
397 Saturday Review. 1856-76 12 
128 Scribner's Monthly......... .. crib, Month........New York....... 1870-76 12 
129 Sharpe’s London Magazine......Sharpe's Lond. Mag..London.......... date 52 
130 Southern Review (New Series)..South. Rev. (N. S.)..Baltimore........ 1867-76 20 
132 Student and Intellectual Observer.Stud, and Intel. London.......... 1868-71 5 
133 Tait's Edinburgh Magazine......Tait's Mag.......... Edinburgh....... 1832-60 27 
134 Temple Bar........ Temp. .. 1861-76 47 
136 Theological and Literary Journal.Theo, and Lit. Jour..New York...... . 848-61 14 
130 Theological Repository 769-88 6 
137 Theological Review ............ 1864-76 13 
538 Tinsley’s Magazine, Mag... London. ... 1867-76 
139 Triibner’s American and Oriental 
141 United Service Journal.........Uni. Serv. Jour......London.... 182g-66 
U.S. Army and Navy Journal...See Army and Navy 
142 University Quarterly............Univers. Quar.......New Haven...... 1860 2 
143 Van Nostrand’s” Eclectic En 
gineering Magazine...........Eclec. Eng. Mag.....New York....... 1869-76 16 
144 Victoria Magazine 1863-76 28 
145 Western Law Journal........... West. Law Jour......Cincinnati........ 1843-49 6 
146 Williams [College] Review......Will. Williamstown. . 1870-71 1 
147 Yale Literary Magazine.........Yale Lit. Mag..... .New Haven...... 1836-76 41 
145 Zoist 1843-56 13 


149 American Journal of Scien 


(Silliman’s), 2d Series. Am. Jour Sci., 2d S.New Have 
1so Bankers’ Magazine (N.\ New \ 
1st Bibliotheca Sacra \n I 
152 Black wood's Magazin Blackw Ma il I 
153 British Quarterly Review... Brit. Quar. Rev Lond : ny 
154 Bronson’s Quarterly Review sro. Quar. Rev New York > 
Christian Examiner.... Chris. Exam . Bost 
156 Christian Review. .. Chris. Rev 
167 Church Review Church Re New I 
158 De Bow’'s Review... 7 De Bow Re New Orlea 
159 Dublin University Magazine Dub. Uni. Ma Du 
160 Eclectic Mayazine t Mag ew K 1 
161 Eclectic Review, 4th Series Eclec. Rev., gth S...1 
162 Edinburgh Review..... eer 
163 Evangelical Review Evan. R 
164 Fraser's Magazine “a Mag Lon ! 


165 Hunt's Merchants’ Magazin Hunt's Ma ... New Yor! I 


166 Kitto’s Journal of Sacred 

Kitto’s Jour ... Londo 1 
167 New York 


169 Methodist Quarterly. Review. .Meth. Quat Rev N 
170 New Englander eee N.1 New Il 
171 North American Review A. Rev........ Boston 18 


172 North British Review..... Brit. I 
173 Princeton Review.... Princ. Rev. New York a8 
174 Quarterly Review. ....... OQuar. Rev. I 
175 Southern Literary Messenger. South. Lit Mess. . Ris ! 1 
176 Southern Quarterly Review, South, Quar. Rev. . Charleston 
177 Universalist Quarterly Univer. QOuar «Boston 
i175 Westminster Review. Westm. Rev i 


A NATIONAL LIBRARY SYSTEM, A UNIVERSAL 


Ir is generally recognized that some plan of and the National Syste 
co-operation would very materially lesser the la ciples governing the Sy 
bor of cataloguing \ National Library System Uniformity in all th 
is proposed, whose object shall be to facilitate, sible Variou cir 
by co-operation, library economy in all branches controlling inthuence 
This System would be most successful if un remedies, But the n 
der the control of, and sup; orted by, the Gov tablishin unit t 
ernment. The only organization necessary at incalculable value as 
first is the establishment of a central Library custom The exper 
Bureau or Headquarters, as a medium of com with a given method 
munication for all libraries This should be the rying leeal inthien 


Library of Congress. Official printed bulletins, tion of that method n 


distributed from the Library Bureau, might be the experience of | 
made the means of reducing to uniform systems — rion \ few f 
the multiform methods of working now followed System w 

by different libraries. A manual should map other points w 


out the relations between the Library Bureau operation in 
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Upon co-operative prin iples books might be 
purchased at large savings, and the smaller li- 


placed on a more equal footing with 


also blanks and other library 


braries 


the larger So 


apparatus could be secured at cheaper rates, 
ind of better quality Binderies could be es 


tablished 


mtrol of the 


centres under the di- 
This 


consideration 


at commercial 


alone 


Not 


libraries item 


is worthy of particular 


many can afford a bindery of their own, yet In 
this way the most insignificant might obtain 
the advantages of the largest library. There 
would be uniform reports \ll statistics would 


be computed upon a common basis; hence 


would show far clearer than now the relative 


standing of different institutions. 
Universal 


Chief among the advantages ts the 


hh the 
this an individual catalogue accord. 
tions, the 


all unite in the ex- 


renders possible 


Catalogue 
By making 
the 


whi System 


ing to following dire interest of 


ill will be secured, and if 


penses of publication, the burden will be light 


Or, its value being proven, the 


for each one 
Government may be induced to undertake its 
publication 

In order that the Universal Catalogue may 
be used as an individual catalogue, a given 
book would be designated by a sign or num 
ber common to all libraries. In other words, 
the classifications must be the same tn all libra 


accomplishment of the desired 


Ilerculean task it ap} 


change 1s not 
he. though it is not a simple process 
similar Mi 
artments and begins with No. 1 

mmended By the 


alphabetical of other 


ries 


ears to 
A clas- 


which 


the 


Sifteation to that of Poole’s, 


letters the de] 
in each, is res means ol 
numeration, an 


may be kept intact indet- 


decimal 


arrangement 


while allowing additions at any time 


d ul 


nitely, 
on this plan a library would prac- 


rangement, at least not 


really 
till the books should aggregate high up in the 
Phe ! 


rules, giv- 
e in this classification to every book 


never need 1 


million adoption of concise 
blished, is 


Numbers 


towards a change. 


the 


the first step 


assivned at Library 


official 
These num 


should be 


uiquarters, printed im the bulletins, 


libraries. 


ind approp! ited by all 
hers should, however, be temporary only, until, 
ifter a specified time, if no objections are made 


they go on rec 


by the multitude of librarians 


id as permanent. Tf an objection ts raised to 


number, the case should be report d to the 


proper tribun il, whose decision should be final. 
New publications would also be numbered and 
bulletined at the earliest possible Any 
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library itS possession a book that 


having in 


has not been bulletined, might assign a tempo- 


rary number, and report it to Headquarters, to 


be ratified in the usual way By this arrange 


ment an error in art ot cataloguing 


anv 


ble, for those 


areely possible 


Headquarters 


be rare 


of the L. 


would 


having charge ibrary 


should be the most eminent of the profession, 


and their work would be subject to the minute 
inspection and criticism of the rest of the fra- 
ternity. In the near 


mission and authority of Headquarters, many 


future, by previous per- 
t i 


publishers would issue a library number with 


each book printed. 


books shall have been num- 


As soon as the 
bered to date, the printing of the catalogue may 
is designed 


The 


¢ atalogue 


commence. The use for which it 


form it will assume 


The di 


of authors, titles, and subje« 


predetermines the 


simplest is the best. 


ts in one series, 


with full notes and cross references, ts ¢ ertainly 
preferable fhere would be yearly supple 


ments until an entire new edition was fe isible. 
When printed, each library will check with a 


suitable sign in the margin every entry in the 


catalogue referring to a book in its possession , 
thus combining the individual with the univer- 
sal This 
what the library possesses on 
and as well what it lacks, thus providing for a 
Libra- 


catalogue shows at a glance just 


one subjee a 


any 


better disposition of pure hasing funds. 
ries organized after its publication will be re 
difficulties which have 


past. A 


lieved of many of the 


beset newly started libraries in the 


feature of the System to which spe ial attention 


1s called, is the fact that the numbers ot books 
will become synonymous with their names all 
over the land. Bookstores will have their 
books arranged accordingly Trade and 
second-hand catalogues will indicate by num 
ber accurately, and therefore satishe torily, their 
contents One of the heaviest burdens now 


carried by American libraries may be re moved 
no necessity for a card catalogue 


Library Headquarters, 


There will be 
except at the though 
some may prefer the supplementary lists on 


cards; if so, they may be prepare dat a small 


expense from the printed bulletins. 
An index of periodicals should be published 


in connection with the catalogue, 1 not incor 


porated as a part of It. 
Probably the best way to accomplish this 


grand work can only be established by trial 


As intimated, the major portion of the labor 


at the Library of Congress with 


may be done 


now, of more than 70,000 volumes 


its quota 


370 
rect 
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It is beyond the province of this articie to pro 
vide for every contingency Cert » quest . 
of importance may ony be settled by general 
consultation and agreement; Shall pamphiets 
be included in the general catalogue ¢ et 

It has been presumed in this article that ill 
or nearly all the more prominent libraries of 
the country would enter the s¢ heme, and that 
it would receive the patronage of the Govern 
ment Anv number of libraries —two or mor 

may form themselves into an association for 
the purposes of carrying Into praches the fore 
going principles, and without the aid of the 
Government, if that is not to! btained In 
the latter cas« t wuld hardly be called a 
National System, though just as n uch a proof 
of the value of co-operation 

\ full expression as t the merits and ce 
merits of the above is earnestly so ted 

Lb. ¢ 
COMMUNICATIONS 
IN MIC V 
Granxp Rarips,Micu., March, 1377 

the f the I Four 

fhe remarks of Mr. W. F. Poole in the dis 
cussion of his paper on Put Libraries, as 
stated on page Loo of the November number 


particularly truce 


were | 


braries. 


It is too late to hope tora general library law 
in this state from the present se mof the Le 
islature. as the time limited for presenting | 


has expired, But L hope public sentiment may 


be aroused to it ere the next session, two years 
hence, and thus lead to the enactment of su h 
statutes as have proved so valuable in other 
states 

It is further quite probable that the librari 
we now have, and disbursement cf the scanty 
funds provided by hool districts and from 
criminal fines, might be rendered more ettectiy 
if they were laced, a mothe ity of Detroit 
in the hands of boards more removed from im 
mediate connection and dependence on | titi 
ind yearly elections, and other pernicious intlu 


there 


ences resulting 


In Grand Rapids, we have 


tion consisting of seventeen members, 
mainly on political grounds ind representin 
all nationalities and many diverse inter 

As a body, it ts unwieldy, and ends to 


much of its time in personal ce 


i i¢ 


ing for in lividual intere 


We had hoped for an improvement by on 


) \ / 
ments | tv chart he | it 
th ta cata ! WW 
hange tempted bat et 
wall t ist tt id 
yy the W ve te 
Wi ire el tt cf { i 
tate library law t ‘ ure asa nace 
has led to t Boston 
\thenau ta ystem of 
wbreviations for Christian im u 
tials only for the most common Phus, Butler 
( }. W., w ean Butler, Cha Jol Wil 
in But a {te e to nitial 
because we do not know t full man ind a 
these itiais nt vrongly read a 
names rishth nmitia known 
names ne th thod employ 1 by 
his Allgemeine Bibliographic 
who 1St u by Steiger 1 his luca 
tional List,”) ! or Phus, Hart, G: Il 
would read Hart, George Henry, but Hart, G 
li., would be read as usual 
I will send you the list which IT have drawn 
up for my own ust but before tinally ad 
t I sha submit it to the rev roof the 
Committee on Co erative Cata vy, and 
ithe I vy jo to the ents of 
tine ralt ( \. 1} 
Th st iret 
4, 3 \ 
Phe .\ ni rst Maa it 
list of the libs i the United States which 
have subscribed for A Man tol the 
Rewisters of the Sta Librat 
The omission no f f the editor, because 
the copy (No tal by th mapa on 
behalf of the Lo in | inv was sul bed 
forin the name of ourl m agent, Mr red 
Alle ind would ttent te it 
ept that when the i \ u 
expected and to me ut 
that more ce th t it book of 
reference a taken the f 
letph ti than an th \ in 
tv Th t, omitt 
ta Philadelphia, 4, New York, 2; B 3 
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wkivna, New 


tedford, 1 Baltin Cambridue I and 
New lLlaven, 1! The pul libraries in this 
city which have bespok what the 
rivht i th mon enta work are the 
Mer tile Library, the Historical Society the 
University of Penn va 1, and the Loganian 
Library Truly yours 
Luoyp 
Librarian 
( ES IN ¢ {Lor ( 
Granp R , Micu., June, 1877 
Tot fou 
In connection with the subject of co-opera- 


tive cataloguing, does not the papyrogt iphic 


process, now being introduced into this 


country, offer a convenient and cheap method 
of wing catalogue cards—or that in 
the hands of a capable person may be made, 


perhaps, full as effective as heliotyping, ind at 


much less cutlay 


Ihe use of the Electric pen for the same pur 
pose has also occurre 1 to the writer. It is a 
recent invention, and is fast coming into use 
on the part of many business concerns as a 
speedy and economical means of duplicating 

rrespondence, orders, ind circulars, as well 
is in preparing blanks and forms many 

ises 

Persons who have used both methods ex 
press to the writer a preference for the Electric 
pen, as being cheaper, easier to use, an 1 more 


exact in its work, with less ‘* blurring” of lines 
or “ blotting 
Phe 


the nature of 


only objection now occurring is, that by 


the instrument, a needle, used in 


| reparing the sten il, the line Ss, oF up and dow n 


strokes of all letters, have the same thickness 


Hlenee there can be no full-faced 


can be made in lettering with an ordinary pen 


he diversity requisite for head-lines, titles, 


catchwords, ete would therefore need to be 


made by a difference in the size and spacing of 


the letters; also by variation in slope, as uj] 


right and back-handed 
Electric pen in the hands 


Still the use of the 


| 

of an expert would, it is presumed, prove that 
objection to be slight, and of little, if any, 
weinht One prominent librarian, to whom 


eaks 


eas were mentioned, sj favorably 
ind suggests that the matter of thick- 


these i 

of them, 

lines spoken of above might perhaps 
i 


f addi 


ness of 


prove an advantage, on the ground « 
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BIBLIOGRAPHY 


EDITED BY CHARLES A. 


Korxict. OFFENTLICHE zu Dre 
DEN Mittheilungen aus der Verwaltung in 


Prof. Dr. 


hrsg 
Oberbibliothekar. Dres 


den Jahren 1571 von 


E. W. F 


rstemann 


den, K. Hofbuchhdlg., 1876. 50 p. QO. [355 
From the report of Dr. Forstemann we learn 
that this library, containing about 500,000 
printed volumes and over 4000 manuscripts, 


has eleven officials and employés, and with 


an annual income of 24,000 marks ($6000), 
for the purchase and binding of books, in- 
creases at the rate of 2200 volumes a year 
In 1366 the work of recataloguing and reat 
ranging the whole library was begun The 


new arrangement Consists of a division and 


books by 
jects, 246, embracing nearly half of the library, 


location of subjects. Of these sub- 


are given in this and the preceding report, 


number of the volumes 
Of the 


port, a third 


together with the 


which they cach contain 120 subjects 


mentioned in this re are devoted 


to history alone The new catalogue, appar 


cards Be 


a new alpha- 


ently a shelf-list, is written upon 


sides this, there is in progress 
betical catalogue, and a subject catalogue with 
undertaken 
The 


responsible citizens of 


numerous cross references will be 


as soon as the others are completed. 


free to all 


and to 


library is 
the upper 


The book 3. 


Dresden, the scholars in 


classes of the higher schools. 


with some few exceptions, are allowed to be 
taken out. One of these exceptions is, how 
ever, light literature. 


The books included 


under the term (nferhaltungslective are neither 
illowed to be taken from the building nor 
can they be read in the library itself. The 
reason for this prohibition is that the time of 


the library officers is too valuable to be spent 
books 
Phe 
library is not confined to the people of Dres 
books are 
ot Saxony 
Holland, Sweden, and 
where greater security is sought for the books 
they 


in supplying a demand for which can 


readily be obtained elsewhere. use of the 


den, but constantly sent to all parts 


and oceasionally to Switzerland, 


Rome. In some cases, 


loaned to persons out of Dresden, are 


sent to the library of the place in which the 


borrower lives, and this library makes itself 


Libraries in 
Berlin, 


represented in this 


onsible for their safe return. 


different 


res] 
fourteen including 


Munich, 


pl ces, 


and Vienna, are 


| 
| 
tional legibility. J. Carr. 
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report as st nding books for this purpose to ; 
Dresden, a courtesy which our American Mr. Wm. 
libraries might do well at times to 
Among the more important late acquisitions j 
are an autograph Ms folio of Ilans Sachs report, for 1876. Lynn, & K 
songs, and the collection of M of A. W on 1577 up. O \ 
Schlegel, including those of his t inslations of 
Shakespeare. A report of this library for the fact \ 
years 1874,'75 is to be found in the ** Bericht 
iiber die Verwaltung der konig. Sammiungen ary pa y January 
fiir Kunst und Wiss« nschaft zu Dresden in den : ‘ added, 4 total of k i \ : 
die Jahre 1575 und 1576, n bst Nachtrigen propriation, $50; $ 
seit 1864. Se parat-Abdruck in 50 Exempla ash from a her S152 penditure 
ren ausdem Jahrbuch der Deutschen Shake & ? 
speare Gesellschaft, Band Xt Berlin, A RuLLMANN, F Die Bibliothek nrichtung 
Cohn, 1877. 54 p- 1359 kunde zum Theile ergeme 
This bibliography is, like its predecessors, Savior lie theksw n 
very evidently the fruit of extensive research solche cinem besonderen Universivitstud 
um in Deutschland iterwort Frei 


and is a monument of the interest taken by atS A . 


German scholars in Shakespeare's writings 


Phe editions of the collected works, publishe { Ueber die Herstellung cin 
in England and America, twenty-three in num yedruckten) Generalkatatoge 
Then follow the editions of Manuscriptenschiitze im deut hen Reiche 


ber, are given first 


the separate plays, and, lastly, Shakespeariana r 
This last list, filling just half the catalogue, is Si. L P Secu I \ Rule 
probably more complete than any previous and regulations of the Libra ind readin 
publication, as it tn ludes even the short arti room :* as revised Apr. 1577 St. | 

ticles in the “ Notes and queries.” The same Lavat, pr., 1877. 16 p. O | 

order is followed for the works published in (O.) Pew 

‘ ‘ 1] d ‘ ‘ is cou 

Germany, France, Holland, and variou un roledo, Wade, prt., 1877 20 p. O | 3 

tries, including Bohemia, Finland, Greece, 5 

10 32 tota 
Iceland, Italy, Poland, Portugal, Russia, Swe : 
den, Servia, Sclavonia, Spain, Wallachia, India : 
innual re} rt Worcester 
23+ p. O [365 
2 RE« ‘ORD OF Rk« VT Pl F i 7 TONS t al 4 i 
4. Library economy, L wy report lat 
1 
Bavaria. GENERALDIRECTION KON. SAMMI 
it 
KUNST Wis Bericht ub. die Verwal 
tung. Dresden, 1576. 46 4 ls] p. Q. [360 GAAKELSEERGI STEN HEN-CENTRAL VI 
Pages 28-32 contain the report of the “ Oeffent! KIN Wu Katalog der Bibliothek 
Bibliothek.” sachl. gesch. geord., m. ¢ alph. Aut 

Deureav, A Note sur la bibliothéque de enverzeich Iv. Jo Ritter. | Miinche: 
Académie de Médecine de Paris. Patis, Vereins Verl., p. 8 | 
imp. Cusset et Cie, 1577. Sp. (361) ScuNKiper, F. Descriptive catalogue of bool 

River (Vass.) Linkany manuscripts, and dray n |) 
annual report of the trustees. Fall River, Washington, D. ¢ 1876. 13 f 
Fiske & Munroe, pr., 1577. trp. O. [362 copies printed [3713 

v., Aug. 1, 187%, 14.448 sues, 123.524; As the k oft le f at 
periodicals consulted, 66,29/ th talogue deser f t te 
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Germantown, Pa. Report, Phila., W I. Pile, ; 
ect et Ihe re important 


pr., 1877. 1op. O 
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Ve 


Mit cinem Sach 


Eduard 


len halbjahrl 


pertorium 


BALDAM! 


die nach 


racichnissen 


71-75 ersch. Bucher, ete 

Register. Lpz., Hinrichs, 1877. 19 + 692 p 
1372 
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Curvanier, Ulysse Dante Alighieri 
bio-bibl Montbeéliard imp Llott- 
nann, fev. 1577 22 p. I 1373 

\ tract 1 his valua ‘ Répert. des sources 
hi M \ fa 


CLARKI Ronerr) & Co Catalogue otf works 


on the fine arts. Cincinnati, 1877. 47 p. D. 
FRIEDER Charles Bibliotheca Orientalis ; 
books, papers, serials and essays, pub. in 
1876 in England and the Colonies, Ger- 
many, and France, on the hist., lang 
relig intiq., lit, and geog. of the East. 
London, Triibner, 1877. 5 [375 
\l ed with the title: Bib. Orient. od. e. vollst 
Liste v., von Karl Friederici. Lpz., Schulze, 1877 
Fomacatusy C Dei primi libri a stampa in 
Italia e spe li un codice sublacense tm 
presso avant Lattanzio e finora creduto 
posterior Lugarno, tip. Veladini e 
Comp., 1875 3p. 5 2 plates. 3.50 lire 
Noticed im wer Anseiger. Ma 1877 
Low & Co English catalogue of books for 
i876; with an index to subject London, 
Low, etc., 1877. 94 p.O. 5s [377 
Macvak konyveészet. 157¢ Budapest, ** Nut 
Fest 1877. 27+ 97p.5 itl [375 
i ran iography for 157 See Vewer An 
1897, | 1, 168 
Mott Lotus Littérature du dialecte alsa 


inelsass. Mundart erschic 


Biblio. d 


nenen Schriften. Strassb., Schultz u. Comp., 


S77 22 p. 5 (Only 1oo copies for sale.) 
newspaper directory for 1577, 
comp. periodicals pub. in the U. S. and 
America N. S. M. Pettengill & 
Co 334 p. O. Facsim., 4 
woodcuts, 3 steel portraits [350 
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tired trom = s t 
works of devo i 


try with the history 


Phere are tran 


of most of Fernan 


raphy hia been | 
that there no 
the only portra 
painted ne 
ipplied, ind we 
of an author wh 
part in the literary 
cou its of h ! tie 
contradictory Phe 
trom Seville by 


25 Fet | 
AMI 
d ima il ry lead June 2 In the death the writ Bt | 
tie fer € Cis 1 d t thot A | 
Augsb., no. 1397 most dist iished of h 
130 Her er was Span 
i in amd became ats Es 
t nt of Spa h literat 
| et 
by | La Ga ta,’ was pul 
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t h was f w other 
“ie? 
Feb. | | before the Revolution ot eee 
which | ve Olucen Isat i frome the 
throw During these years hie nthuene upon 
y po fu she wa 
who provided apart 
The li Co- residen the Alea 
1405 tv state 
ving homage to her 
&. rworks with tlatter 
Am in gave herseif up t oa 
[404 Fernan Caballero storie we descriptive of 
\ Spanish ind more esp ally f Andalusian 
June tt ind maracte! which are | rirayed vith 
| wondet truth and grace She 
\ criticised as bigoted and as hostile to libert 
A I. de Ur- 
of thought and progr As the novelist of 
the Bourbon court and retiectin t view 
there is doubtless ground ich eritiersm 
polska, the old religion and existing political system 
st n her view, the substitutes offered in 
likely towork harm to a coun 
147 and traditions of Spain 
work but few 
he 
lyrischC ppeared in English, No biog 
m Ver lished, an | tis tl | 
Kertbeny 
wing or photograph from 
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ind communicated by him for use in the 
Spanish catalogue of the Boston Public Li 


brary, are given here as serving to explain the 


ditferences in the form of Fernan Caballero’s 


real name to be found in various catalogues. 


Coming to Spain, in 1513, with her father, 


Cecilia Bohl d Faber married at seventeen 
the Capitan Planelles, who died soon after 
ward In 1822 she married the Marques de 


Arco Hermoso, and after his death, in 1835, she 
married, in 1837, Don Antonio Arron (or Arrom) 
de Ayala He 


quent years of her lif 


died in 1863, and the subse- 
were passed at Seville. 

Fernan Caballero’s name is generally entered 
\rrom), the last 


most of her works 


under Arron (or name of her 


husband, during whose life 


were written. In some catalogues the name is 


found Cecilia Bohl de Faber, because, after the 


death of her last husband, who, broken in 


health, committed suicide, she was accus- 


tomed to use her maiden name. Some cata- 


lovues, among them “ The English Catalogue,” 
enter the name under Caballero, as if it were 
the real name of the author 

Among the critical articles which have ap- 


peared upon the Fernan Caballero 


| | writings of 


we the following Ferdinand Wolf's “ Bei- 
trig ur spanischen Volkspoesie aus den 
Werken Fernan Caballero’s,” Wien, 1859 ; 
‘Ueber den realistichen Roman Spaniens, 
ete.,” by the same author, inthe “ Jahrbuch fitr 
romanische und englische Literatur,” 18sg; an 
urticle in the ‘Revue des deux mondes,” 15th 
November, 1858, by Charles Mazade ; a review 


in Gustave Hubbard's “ Histoire de la littéra- 
ture contemporaine en Espagne,” Paris, 1876; 
ind an essay by Heinrich Keiter in “ Unsere 


Zeit,” July, i576. 


\ volume of Fernan Caballero’s tales and 


miscellaneous which has lately been 


publi shed at Madrid, 


unworthy of 


preces, 
is criticised in the //: 
the author and of 


As 


pub- 


lication, 


1. 7.0. &.—A Life of Luther, by A. L. O. E. 
(Charlotte Tucker), has been published by the 


Book Society at two 


1. ¥. author of ** Amberbill,” 


is Albert Julius Mott, of Liverpool 


Cywille, author of ** De Paris a l'Isle des Ser 
pents Atravers la Roumanie, la Hongrie et les 
1876), is said by 


the 


bouches du Danube" (Paris, 


the Bibliographie de la France” to be 


Baron Adolphe d’Avril 
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Cupid's 


Hearton Drille—* Flirtation, or 
shoulder-strap tactics” (New York, 1877), was 


written by Jeannie H. Grey. 


A. Kingsman, the author of ‘Over Volca- 
noes ; or, through France and Spain in 1871" 


(London, 1872), is the Reverend Robert William 


Essington, M.A., Vicar of Shenstone, Lich 
field 
Jord One is a pseudonym which, according 


to a French publisher, conceals a “trés haut 
personnage.”” His work, entitled “ Les vivants 
et les morts, portraits politiques,” has been re 
cently published at Paris. 

B. A. M.—These initials in the work “An 
essay, contributing to a philosophy of litera- 
ture” (Third edition, Philadelphia, 1877), stand 


for Brother Azarias Mullany. 


Paul Marcey, author of ‘* Scénes et paysages 
Andes,” ‘Voyage a 


l'Amérique du Sud,” is Lorenzo de Saint-Crieq. 


dans les and travers 


Sve Quérard’s “Supercheries littéraires,” and 
The * Voyage,” 


is profusely illustrated, is translated into Eng- 


E. G. Squier’s ** Peru.” which 
lish, and is generally to be found in catalogues 
under the pseudonym only. 


Aucusius Stawell, author of ‘* Manslaughter,” 
a novel (London, 1876), is Alfred Owen Legye, 
of Manchester, author of “Growth of the tem- 


poral power of the Papacy” (London, 1570). 


Talis Qualis.—The Swedish poet Strandberg 
died at Stockholm, 
erally under 


Ile was gen 


** Talis 


January 5. 


known the pseudonym 


Qualis.” 


D. ¥.—The letiers of the late Edmund 
Quincey to the Ante-S/ y Standard were 
signed D. Y. 

IVONVMOl WORK 
All Wrong (Philadelphia, 1877) is by Annie 


M Griffen, 


hibition (New York, 


1877) was compiled by George T. Ferris 


the Centennial Fx} 


Out ef Death t Nomance (London, 


was written by Nathaniel Cartwright, of Man- 


1876), 


chester. 


we Pseudonyms, 


f Mar 


The last ttle, as also three of the ab 


ntributed by C. W. Suttor hester 


kindly 
Fagland 


were 


Gems 0 
fo 


Reade re 
f unsa ‘ 
come Note the worthless as ca udu 
7 urely and speedicy 

NOT? 

ManitA Parer.—Mr. Poole’s suggestion at 

the Conference scems to be bearing truit. Other 


braries are trying manila paper and, as tar as we 


have learned, with great satisfaction, The Boston 


Public has now printed its call-slipson manila 
which gives a very good surface, even tor writ 
ing with ink, and its greater durability and 

} } 


less cost will doubtless cause it to be adopted 
for many library blanks. Results of experience 
in its use are requested by the Co operation 


Committec Phe Galveston (Texas) Free I 


brary adopted a manila sl 
shown by the collection sent in for the Biblio 


thecal Museum. 


Booxks.—The Leeds (Eng.) Library, 
having lost their copies of the Juin 
for *53 and ‘59, inserted in tht re} tin ts pla ‘ 


among the ** Books wanted to purchase,” the 


following note 

Any person having } ha rexchar ! tofthi 
/ eve within t last tw ea will confer a fa ¢ 
um g vol und 47, ancl ift wpa wed in 
be traced | 1 water i t 
leav he will ' by reporting the i tot i 
rian 


A space was left, and each copy of the report 


stamped with the embossing press used 1 
marking the books Perhaps the volumes may 
have found their way to this side The ideaisa 


good one, and it would be well for the libraries 
to assist each other in detecting books stolen 


from one and offered for sale to another 


ADVERTISING THE LOCATION 061 


put 


Some libraries have found it of 
transparent labels on the street lamps in the 
vicinity of the library and branches, pointing 
out clearly their whereabouts Leeds (Eng.) 
has recently put up fifty such notices. Many 
people, walking about, would be led to go into 


the library if their attention were called to its 


proximity Persistent advertising in the papers 
by means of brief notes of new and attractive 
books received, et , etc., ilso pays und costs 


nothing except the preparation, for the local 


papers are glad to print every thing of the kind 


DounrruL PuRCHAS! Some libraries put 
doubttul books into a “suspense list,” and 


Vor L, No. to 


When standing on the 


the book, u 


tended its time tre 


the view of inerea 


reduced from tout 
to kening the 


should receive atter 


enced of the profession 


il 


ny t 


nethod of doing 
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NOTES AND OUERIES. note how many times they are it It Se 
the rea S are the habit of ask 
SHELVING ON THE I EI i The a ee 
vertisement on e 342 of the | fa 
number-s be ou where the t 
—chelved on the fore edge, raises the in \ 
} j +} } 
whether it is a saving of room,and whether the 
books are bette re ed As to the first, it oli 
isclear that the largest number of books can be ae 
Stored within vwiven 5 to i 
ne#es umbrellas o stie] 
rang r walk i 
ta iscs ra lrawer! re putina wlietre 
space may ived in th it 
PC my experience leads me to fear the ruin of the ie 
ick, especially o he larwer and heavier | 
front edve, the weight of 
closely packs fa tthe 
back, and after a time that falls in and be raat or: 
loose My ex rier ilso leads me to feat oe 
sad warpings of the covers where a part of th oa 
books are not on the shelf If the books were ia 
to be closely pack both objections would bert? 
be removed Is there 
th md can any librarian report from expe 
rience the result of shelving in this way ? M 
Loans.—What is considered the best 
of time to allow book to retained 
from the library: one, two, or three weeks, o1 Pp 
a catendar month {20 
| The Lee Is (hung Library ha recently ex- 
from one to two weeks, with 
the Phe Boston Public ha 
to three weeks with a view ts 
circulation Phe question 
from the most experi 
| 
INSWE 
MEASURING SIZE OF Books (1 In addition a 
to the rule noticed, T would a rule 
similar to the shoemaker with a uch 2 
shorter projection This enables or to take 
1d id hou Cok 
surtace t fest we to bath e and 
book, and without the careful adjustment nece iar 
sal vith the rule bat of i 
17 
‘ 


screwed on to the end of a common desk or 


school rule and projecting a tritle, would answer 


every purpose. H. M. 


GENERAL NOTES 
UNITED STATES 
The 

! 


> received from the Mercantile Library 


15,000 vol- 
As- 


are receiving attention, and 


Boston LImRARY.- 
ume 


ociation of Boston 


they will be placed “ where they will do most 
wod.” The building owned by the associa 
tion, at the corner of Tremont and West New- 


ton streets, is being refitted up-stairs for its use, 
for 


while the basement is being reconstructe 
the South End Branch. The 


issociation F1ooeoe as annual rent for the bast 


city will pay the 
ment and the use of the books of the associa- 


City Council has also appro] 


tion The 
$10,000 for conv rting the Jamaica Plain Deliv- 
ery into a Jamaica Plain Branch, which will be 


placed in Curtis Hall, and will be opened in 


the autumn This gives ten libraries, the 
tolyston street or Central Library, eight 
branches, and the Lower Mills Delivery. 
Should a second branch or delivery be estab- 


betore 


lished in the West Roxbury district ( an- 
nexation the township of that name), It will be 
located at the village of West Roxbury and take 
its name. The Jamaica Plain is now the West 


district branch. In addition to its 
previous treasures, the Washington Medal, the 
Bay Psalm-Book, the Shakespear 

quartos and the Eliot Indian Bible, the Boston 
Public now owns the original manuscript of 


Webster's re ply lo The 
tains the original short-hand report, in fourteen 


Roxbury 


folios and 


liayne. volume con- 
pages. 

An AMERICAN Party FOR ENGLAND.— Phere 
is a strong probability that there will be a party 
the 


just sufficient time 


of librarians made up for English confer- 


ence There will be after 


the New York meeting to digest its action and 
make a little trip to the London meeting, which 


comes four weeks later, Several librarians to 


whom the plan has been proposed look on 


it with much favor. A single month’s vacation 


would give a week in England, besides the three 


weeks on the steamer, which could not but be 


very profitable among a party of librarians 


fresh from their annual meeting and so abund- 
intly supplied with topics for discussion Re- 
duced rates will probably be offered in the next 
who will take their vacation 


lo RNAL to those 


in this way 
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HARVARD Linrary.—Mr John L 


Sibley, after thirty years’ service, twenty-one as 
chief librarian, has resigned his post because 
of impaired health and sight. The trustees 


have tendered the position to Mr Justin Win- 
sor, with a considerable increase of salary ovet 
the Public 


three 


Joston Library, shorter 


that at 
hours, a vacation of two or months, and 
the rank of a professor. To induce him to re- 
present post, the trustees of 
Pubiic ask the City Coun il 


for authority to with Mr. Winsor for 


main at his 
the Boston 
contract 
five years at $4500 fer annum, 
P. S. Delay in this issue enables us to stu 
that conditions have been made (July 5) under 
which Mr. Winsor has decided to stay in Bos 
ton. Boston and the public library system ar 


heartily to be congratulated. 


Lini John 


in his will the 


Manpen [Mass. | ARY 
Gardner, a former resident, left 
sum of $5000 to start a free public library in 


Malden. The 


bequest, and has appropriated $2000 more to 


town has voted to accept the 


fit up a room in the basement of the Town Hall 
It is expected that the library 
The 


Fs000 will be expe nded, and probat Ivan annual 


to receive it. 


will be opened during the year. entire 


appropriation will be made for its support. A 


concert was recently given in the Town Hall 
in aid of the library, and prove d a considerable 


success. D. P. Corey is Chairman, and George 


T. Coverly Secretary of the Board. 


Newron [| Mass. ] Frer Linkary —This library 
will be closed during the month of July for repair 
of damage done by fire and water in January last 
The Trustees have decided to continue the plan 
of heating the building by hot-air furnaces in 
stead of introducing steam, using a larger and 
better apparatus than before, with special pro 
tection from the radiation of heat where tlues 
pass through walls and floors. The ventilation 


of the library hall and reading-room will be im 


proved by the introduction of Eureka venti 
lators in the walls. 
Lipraries.—The Young Men’s 


Association and Grosvenor libraries enjoved 


a noteworthy increase in readers and cir- 


culation during the past winter, owing partly 
to the organization of two societies (the Cera- 
mic Club and the Saturday Club), the mem- 


their essays, wer 


bers of which, in preparing 


very liberal in patronizing them. 
Newneurvrort [Mass.] Linkary —The 
bequeathed to it by Mr. John 


$1000 recently 


j 
H 


~ 
™ 
~ 


M. Bradbury has been receiv 1 The amount ecture le ’ 
will be kept distinct as the “ Bradbury I vd B ; » Re t Vv ‘ 
and all books purchase Ifrom it will bear a Ron ce id Wit, it 
appropriate inscry tion, showing th ree wl ist I ture 
Hore Corrox Maxvracrerine ¢ 
pany have opened a free library it Ho; ask om 
tor the use ot the emploves ind thers, with hit We id Putnan 
ibout 420 volumes oo 7 e to issue shortly a ection of 
Mr. Perkins’ bright stories and tches, under 
fue late Eben T. Osborn, ot Boston, | tithe The De Othe 
que tthed one halt of his estate to Un Sutton Sketele may te 
Library at Peabody Ma ul he dea ily ‘ 
| his wife or if she marries again I tw the 1 to writ i \ t it I 
prot ably reach $60,000 oF mor tl Lo t Libs \ tu flr hit 
fur New York MERCAN Linkary en- things on book topics 
ourade ummer reading by offering to ] rmiit GRE N 
subscribers to retain five extra book seven 
weeks on payment oft one dollar additio Pin he conference 
New books are course except 1. wilt id of he 
week in October—that ts the 2d, 3d, 4th | 
A Menipen|Cr.] man offers to fut shay th Mr. Winter Jones, head of the Britist 
reading room with So to too America , English Museum Library, has consent lte side. and 
wid) «French periodicals, whose subscription qo deliver inaug id hit 
ee would amount to over 5400 a yeat if any the prin al subjects put down for ussion 
one will provide i suitable room for the pu it the confer ( There wil mort ind 
pose. evening ses ns on each day, the first being 
rue late Charlotte Harris, of Boston, be- SNP" 1 hy the election of officers, the Pres 
queathe 1 to the Charlestow ar Library dent’s address, and papers on Library Exten 
$10,000, of which the erest to be applied = 5 in and Formation ; the econd by the question 
to the purchase of | oks pu ed before of Cataloguing ; the third and part of the fourth 
sso, b les her own ivate library Thi by those ot Library Management (shelf arrange 
Boston Athenwum receive | $2000 uncondition- ment, bindis library appliances, facilities for 
ally readers, et Atthe last meeting will be brought 
THe CLEVELAND [Onto] P y may forward the motion of the Organizing estate 
be temporarily closed, an Board | —* titute a“ Library A tion of 
of Education protesting vent of Ring 
$10,000 out of the school fund las 
aries and expenses was This library Lon brary an 
exist ince both a spec i! act and the eneral bition 
Ohio act, and the debate is as to wh h applies be mad seater braries have already ¢% 
pressed their ntent to be represented 
in the present cast 
Amer can friends of Mr Yates will regret to 
Or Mr. Guild’s suggestion, in the Govern hear that the Leeds tuthorit have ce ed 
ment re rt, that a nule room, wherein en to allow him to attend the conference a off 
vi opadi lictionaries, and tandard histori representative { the bra f as w athe 
il. scientific. and literary works are rathered, the refusal is based « the theory that the , 
should stand open through the evening wd ference will be u eful to him pet ly rat 
Iso on Sunday, the i On Sun than to the hrary. there could srcely be 
dav! And Mr. Guild the t » of an old reater mistake Mr. Nicholson writ 
fashioned Baptist col It may t be «Whatever representative wor 1 fain 
orthodox suggestion but a whole vine representatives) Amet rasends will t 
one.” not only of the heart t welcome, but of the 
Mr. Freperick B PERKIN not only a hard fullest attention for vhatever views he vivo 
working librarian andacicver Wi ter, but th ates, al 11 necrely trust that the nicrene 
wittiest of talkers as we 1. esto will a tino oper ting that co-operatiol 
mount the rostrum, ind will next ison ce el tween the librariar of both countries wl 


H 
Bil 
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Act 


America, 


by 


you in your own conference and 
your LinkAry JOURNAL, have already initiated.” 
BikMINGHAM Free Accordi 
tothe Annual Report just issued, these libraries 
are making steady progress. The issues in the 
Reference Library in 1876 were 262,506, as 
against 201,139 in 1875; and from the Lending 
Department were 342,215, as against 305,055. 
Mrs. Dawson has presented a considerable 
number of books trom the library of the late 
Mi Dawson Thi sclection wa at 
Mr Dawson's request, made by Mr. Samuel 
limmins and the chief librarian, Mr. Mullins. 
Notwithstanding the confer 
ence in Birmingham, a sale of duplicate Greek 
ind other coins from the British Muscum 


Phe 
braries a 
Leeds 
Li ont 


the 


recently took place moveme 


nt to secure 


tor the provincial | share in these du 


ites Orivinated 


Prot 


somite our years 


we, asa result of letter 
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raries 


mented editi 
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ny comy The librarian 
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READ 
Reading adopt 


May 


Act 
Gritlits 


on 
Mr 


an unanimo 


Recorder, has promised to end to raise 


endowment fund to free it ly of the 


centre 


has 


rates Over / 20.0% sub- 


2 een already 
Is the « ction ofal | 


Museum, 


attempt to ae 


uilding 


1 towar 
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choo The 
year 
Bo Lin 
oom, Which has t 


has 
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seven vo failed, 
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een under repair 


The 


books, 
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been re opened 
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therei 
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Pub! 
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KN Line 


ekburn Free ibrary, 


tates that the mitains 
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added 


total issue 


19,659 vols., of which 1031 vols. were 


during the library vear,. 
of books for the year amounted to 47 


and that the 


115 vols 


the largest number yet recorded for any year 
since the opening of the library. One hundred 
and cleven catalogues were sold. 

Lonpon Linkary.—The annual report shows 
a net increase of g2 members, making 1615 
2245 books added nerease in circulation 
nearly gooo, this year’s total being 72.379 


Nearly a 


thousand 


pounds was expende on 
books and binding 
PrRorESSOR FLEEMING JENKIN is” interesting 
himself in an atte mpt to establish a free library 
in Edinburgh 
DEAN STANLEY has taken the chair at a pub 


lic meeting at London in favor of opening mu 


seums, galleries, and ries On Sunday 

Errorts are being made in Leicester for the 
opening of the Museum and Library on Sun 
days. At a public meeting convened for this 
object, a resolution was carried, by a smal! 
majority, in favor of Sunday opening 

Mr. M'Kittor, of Bather, Eng., offered to 
L2700 towards a free library o 
the rate-pavers was taken amid much excite 
ment, and the offer was rejected by a majority 
of 164, 

Mk. of the British Muscum. to 
take charge of the General Catalogue of the 
Caxton Exhibition, The Bibles are to be sp 
cially entrusted to Mr. Stevens, while Mr 
Blades takes charge of the Caxtons Lord | 
Bruce will take an active part in describing 
Block Books 

FRA N( 

ScHoor Lipkartit In consequence of com 

plaints from the professors, ete., that the libra 


ries of the “A of many of the departments 
especially those of recent creation, are deficient 
in works needed for consultation and instruc 
tion, M. Waddington, minister of public instruc- 
tion, has procured the insertion in the budget 


of a credit of from to 1500 frances each to 
supply their most pressing wants. 
TR/A 

Dk. F. Lerrur, director of the University 
Library at Vienna, reports from November 
1, 1876, to January 31, 1877, a daily average of 
380 readers using Soo works. At the end of 
the universitv vear 1 75. the library con 
tained 232,365 volume 
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recently issucd, 


Oriental Religions, 


and their Relation to Universal Religion. 
By SAMUEL JOLNSON, 
INDIA. 
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Problems of Life and Mind, 
By GEORGE H. LEWES, 
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SITUATIONS WANTED. | 167,422 New and Old Books 
CONSTANTLY ON HAND 
\ ANTED by a young lady, wit! veral yea expe LInKARIES AND Parcens oF Books Bovcii 
rience, a situation in a 4 le or private librar 
Understands cataloguing, also Latin,German, French, Span ATALOGUES } M 
h, and Italian language Address S. H. M., care M 
Dewey, 1 ‘Tremont Place, Boston LEGGAT BROS., 
3} Beekman St., New York. 
BROOKS FOR SALE OR EXCHANGE. 
PORTER & COATES, 
A. J. I Line J NAL OFt N.Y 
Vol ntait he Ma huset fy from Apri Lu lishers, le and Looks le TS. 
1 ' t April 4 vith imbers of t am 
for 1775 and 1776: also copies of The Continental Jour . — 
aad. ond S22 Cuestxutr STREET, 
PHILADELPHIA, 
) A. 5. CLARK, Nassau t \ | : 
Hlave just issued a Priced Catalogue of choice j 
English and American Books, selected express 
fanted, Book Ex nge 
ly tor the requirements of first-class Public an 
/ Exchanged, {of 10,00 books, every Private Libraries. It will be sent to any ad 
Loaned. kind, ret Am 
Book Excuance, go Ann Street, N.Y. P.O. Box 454 lress, post-paid, on application 
BOOKS FROM A PRIVATE LIBRARY. 
ger ay ne “nde , ive ) 
Nu Working i $1.25 Kuight’s Sy lic Lang of An \rt 
Allen’. Philidor 12 Lewis’ Hist. of Germany 2874. Cr. 8 
\ f Men, W ,et 16 75 Martinevn’s Christian Life 
es Chi loft Eng. Nation 75 Miller Joaqui Ship inthe Desert. Songs of th my 
‘ Vi ing le i I and 
Arnold (Thomas), t Mime. Recamier and Her Friend! 16? 
Seri y. Planché. and Young Morelet’s Travels in Central America $: 
tt, et av. Moulton’s Some Women’s Hearts. 1 
Calve Goethe, His Lif t Muloch’s Sermons out of Church 
Life of Rubin it ? Offenbach in America. 50 « 
Castelar’s Lord Byron yo Opium Eating. By an Habituate. af 
Catheart’s Papal Syst Whila., 1 > Prentice’s (Geo. ‘T.) Poems. 1 
’ and Atken Cort $: Preston's Troubadours and Trouveres. $1 
Chiushingura, Obl Putnam's Singers and Songs of the Liberal Fath. 
Clark tructure of the Pipe Org 3: Record of Mr. Alcott’s School 
4 it Civil War, v Rwe'’s Edgar A. Poe Sm. 4 >, 
( fee's For Summer Afterno to ¢ Sans Souci Series. Haydon; Men and Manners m Am , 
Da Sensualistice Phil phy of tl Nineteenth Cen ka 
tury $: Smiles’ The Scotch Naturalist. $1 
Edwards’ Free Town Libraries $ Paylor's (W. M.) Peter the Apostl 12°. 
t im in t Philos Ke ion and Hist mpson’s Pay \ 
$: Primitive Culture $ 
In the Days of Thy Vouth. 12°. Vytler’s Old’ Masters and Modern Painters. 16°. 
Fisher's Reformat Underwood's Heroines of Free Thought, 12°. $1 
} | ‘ 
t Lan ecu $: Unseen Universe (The) bo « 
Gilderslee s Justin Martyr i $: Verne’s Michael Strogoft Fine ill. ed. $1.7 
Gossip's Chess Players’ Manual. $1.7 Walsh’s Encyc. of Rural Sports. $3 
Coun in’s Heavens iit Waring’s Whip and Spur 
Recor fa Quiet Lif Whitaker's Eng. Ref. Catalogue 1874. $ 
Fridthjofs Saga. 1 $: Wynter’s Borderlands of Insanity. 12°. $1 
< \ and Mod. Sy Wythe's Microscopist. 1877 
Address PRIVATE LIBRARY, 
P.O. Box 4295, New York. 
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STANDARD GATALOGUEL 


The Standard Catalo ue Card, re } 
is ot bristol board 12's cm with 
down lines The mate il hia ect rea ire a 1 catte 
more lesirable, and loes not ifter th ud 
of one matet al, so thatin we ot erasul the st } writin not ¢ 
liable to blot ind spread, thus S| the en 

The cost could be hi terial, but 


make the catalogue 


Mhese card cost as follows 


1,000 

yer pe 

10,000 

20,000 2100) 

50.000 1.72 
ruling both sides, ten cents > thousand ext 


Spee ial down lines 01 


STANDARD ACC -ESSION BOOK. 


The committee are a le to an ince a material re tion int ) 
This saving has been cHlect l by having th r made to le f th 
to avoid all waste) ind by ruling, printing, an binding in ta r qua 
price, redu ed from 1! tory ents per past is now a ow as the I 
ship quoted at sper il rates for competition. The pr ven ! 
single books made of the stock nd in the m ‘ le In ma 
have been charged for acces on books made to order for ral 1} 
celebrated ledger pape! ll pertect heets, and the rulin rint in 


the greatest dural ‘lity being secured by sewing on ¥ lum 


HMOLDING 5000 VOLUM! 


360 pages (5400 lines), in sheets, 
Binding in half Turkey moro 


$i cco, 
Russia (genuine), 


720 pages (10,500 lines), in sheets 

Binding in half Russia, 
full ledger sheep, 

The sheets can be bound by each library to n atch old volume 

mostly in making the sheets in large quantitie As in the sheets, th 

obtained, and, therefore in the end the cheapest, a the price ven 


a poorer quali y ol work. 


Sample of accession sheets or package of cards sent by ma 
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bind are ail Une st 
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HOLDING 10,000 I OLUMES 
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— of ten 
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IWERICAN LIBRARY JOURNAT. 


Now Ready : FIRMIN-DIDOT & CO, 


LIFE AND LETTERS OF | publishers, and printers for the 


GEORGE CABOT. 


PY HENRY CAROT LODGE 


“Institut de France,” Rue Jacob, 


56, Paris, beg to notify the sub- 
| scribers to the “ Bibliotheque 
erecque-latine” that they have 


ART ANATOMY just reprinted the following vol- 
BY DR. WILLIAM RIMMER 
p86 De St THeliotvpe Plates 
ing evel ortion of the HIuman 1 


umes, which have been for a 
year out of print: Appianus ; 


riptive text In 


Ilalf Morocco, | 
$50, Only fifty copies have been mad diw, Scholia; Herodotus; :lschy- 


Arrianus; Aristophanes, 


lus and Sophocles; Plutarchus, 


LITTLE, BROWN & CO., 


Vol IL. 


|. SABIN SONS, GUSTAV EL STECH ERT, 


No ocy Washingt 


Nassau Street. | 766 Proadway, New York, 


IMPORTER OF GERMAN, ENGLISH, ANID FPRENCH 
BOOKS AND PERIODICALS. 


Most favorable terms to ( ind Libr 


ine Books for the Library. | 


By 
uncut, fancy | 


half mor., extra, $17.00; tree | RECENT GERMAN PUBLICATIONS 


| 

RIMM, HERM G 

fi VARI Translated from the | r komglh Universitat z 

Welsh by Lapy ESI Wood cuts Imp. 
», half mor 


cloth, uncut 
MIAND / V4 Ol, 
ENGLAND itiful copy of th 
halt calf, 
BRINK, BERNH 
Lives I. Band 
4iSTORY OF 
Beautiful Etching GOERTHE. zwi UND Ma 
vilt, cloth. Lond., NNK VON (Suleika). Svo Mark 10 
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RICHTHOFEN, FO VON Mark 


q 4 
384 
1} 
} 
PERCY S RELIQUES OF ANCIEA 
LEY Portrait 3 vols, § 
Vorlesungen, gehalten a 
Berlin > avo 
Mark 
PEHMLEVIVERSION DF EN 
Al 
Sy 
and 
1573. 


